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tolerance — 0O O

A decrease in response to a drug dose that occurs with continued use. Increased doses of alcohol
or other drugs are required to achieve the effects originally produced by lower doses. Both
physiological and psychosocial factors may contribute to the development of tolerance, which may
be physical, behavioural, or psychological. With respect to physiological factors, both metabolic
and/or functional tolerance may develop. By increasing the rate of metabolism of the substance,
the body may be able to eliminate the substance more readily. Functional tolerance is defined as a
decrease in sensitivity of the central nervous system to the substance. Behavioural tolerance is a
change in the effect of a drug as a result of learning or alteration of environmental constraints.
Acute tolerance is a rapid, temporary accommodation to the effect of a substance following a
single dose. Reverse tolerance, also known as sensitization, refers to a condition in which the
response to a substance increases with repeated use.

Tolerance is one of the criteria for the dependence syndrome.
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